
Year 4 Autumn 1 - CAN THE PAST POWER THE FUTURE? 

 

 The Derwent Valley Mills 

 • Richard Arkwright opened the world’s first 

water powered cotton mill in Cromford in 

1771.  

• He helped change the way people worked 

and lived: from living in the countryside 

making small amounts of goods at home to 

living in big towns and cities being a small 

part in the process of making cotton.  

• Over time, the factory owners began to use 

power sources that would run out or that 

caused a lot pollution. 
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