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Key Vocabulary

Digestive 

system

A series of structures and organs through 

which food and liquids pass during their 

processing into forms that can be absorbed 

into the bloodstream.

Digestion The process of digesting food.

Saliva

Watery liquid secreted into the mouth by 

glands, providing lubrication for chewing 

and swallowing, and aiding digestion.

Oesophagus
Part of the digestive system which 
transports food from the back of the throat 
to the stomach.

Stomach
Organ that receives food that has been 
swallowed and begins digestion. 

Small intestine Joins the stomach to the large intestine. 

Nutrients
Substances found in food essential for life 

and growth. 

Large intestine
Turns food waste into stool ready to leave 

the body. 

Rectum Final section of large intestine. 

Anus The opening of the rectum.

Incisor Sharp tooth used for cutting. 

Canine
Pointed teeth between incisor and 

premolar.
Molar Teeth used for grinding food.

Premolar Teeth between canine and molar teeth.

Teeth

Key 3

• Describe the simple functions of the basic parts 
of the digestive system in humans.
• Identify the different types of teeth in humans 
and their simple functions.
•Understand how to keep our teeth healthy

The digestive system


